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Significantly fewer Queensland fruit flies (QFF) have been trapped in the GSPFA this year than in 

each of the previous three years, according to new trapping data from Agriculture Victoria (see 

Figure 1). This desirable reduction is likely due to a combination of hot, dry weather in early 2019, 

low rainfall in winter (see Figure 2), and increasing community level anti-fruit fly activities. 

 

As usual, the number of fruit flies trapped during winter was low, but numbers jumped up as of mid-

September. Flies trapped in spring are generally those that survived winter and are looking for food, 

mates, and fruit to lay eggs in.  

 

A total of 2133 flies were trapped in the first three weeks of September 2019 at 1150 sites. Of the 

1150 traps, 739 (64%) had no QFF in them at all.  

 

A total of 27 traps (2.3%) had 15 or more flies, equating to an average of five flies per week 

(outbreak conditions). These 27 traps had 1003 flies – 47% of the total number of flies caught 

throughout the GSPFA. 

 

The observed jump in numbers of trapped QFF was not spread evenly across the region. Hot spots – 

where unusually large numbers of flies were trapped – were identified in Coomealla and Curlwaa in 

NSW and Merbein and Red Cliffs in Victoria. 

 

There will be a drop in the number of flies trapped during late October and November as 

overwintering flies (parents of new-season fruit fly populations) die out, but these flies have already 

infested fruit in September and early October. The resulting first-generation adults will emerge in 

late November to early December and, if not controlled, will cause serious damage to urban fruit 

and vegetables and commercial orchards that might be harvesting then.  

 

Weather patterns forecast by the Bureau of Meteorology suggest that the next three months will be 

warmer and much drier than average (see Figure 3). This will adversely impact QFF survival and may 

cause a decline in numbers. But if gardens and orchards are irrigated, this decline will not be 

apparent. 

 

Now is the last opportunity to start controlling these parental fruit flies. At this time of year, there 

are not many plants around with fruit on them that could be infested. However, there are some 

early loquats and maybe some apricots. 

 

If not already commenced, now is the time to implement season-long fruit fly control strategies: 

 

• Monitoring – checking developing fruits for fruit fly sting marks and infestations. 

• Trapping – using male and female targeting traps to find out early enough when fruit fly 

populations have arrived and are starting to build up. 

• Weekly baiting – using products based on fruit fly food (e.g. protein) and toxicants 

(organically approved toxicants are available) will control male and female fruit flies.  

• Netting – useful as a physical barrier as long as the crop, if necessary, has completed 

fertilisation and fruit-set. 

• Fruit removal – tree removal and destroying fallen and unwanted fruit (including fruiting 

weed plants) assists greatly in the control of next-generation pest fruit flies.  
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Figure 2. Weather in Victoria during winter 2019 
Data accessed from the Bureau of Meteorology website on 3 October 2019 
 

 
 
 
Above left: Winter 2019 – Maximum temperature profiles of regions in Victoria compared with 10-year averages 
Above right: Winter 2019 – Rainfall profiles of regions in Victoria compared with 10-year averages 
 
Generally, maximum temperatures in the GSPFA were above average during the winter of 2019. But for the same period, rainfall was very 
much below average or the lowest on record. These conditions would have seriously impeded survival of QFF. Minimum temperatures (not 
shown here) were average and would have negligible impact on fruit flies compared with other years.  



Figure 3. Weather outlook for northern Victoria – October, November, December 2019 
Data accessed from the Bureau of Meteorology website on 3 October 2019 
 

 
 
Above left: Chances of maximum temperatures for the period October, November, December 2019 exceeding 10-year medians (above right) 
 

 
 
Above left: Chances of rainfall for the period October, November, December 2019 exceeding 10-year medians (above right) 


